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BEING THE ANNIVERSART FOR THE. ELECTION. 
| oF THE CORTE COUNCIL, ' 


SELL 


By SAMUEL STILLMAN, A. M. 
Paſtor of the Firſt Tepei © Church in Bos: STON. 
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BOSTON, NEW-ENGLAND: 
Printed by T. and J. FLEET, io Cornhill, 
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Slate of Masssenuenga „Bar, 


#3 


I the Houſe of. REPRESENTATIVES, 
May 26, 177% «+ 


N Motion, Ordered That che 1 
rable General Warren, Mr. Thaxter 
and Mr. Davis of Boſton, be à Committee 
to return the Thanks of this Houſe to 
the Rev. Mr. Stillman, for his Sermon „ 
delivered this Day before the two Houſes, 5 


and to requeſt a Copy of che. fame for 
che „„ - 


Extract from * 8 5 
en Same Fr reeman, Clerk. 
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ben ſaith he unto them, Render therefore 
' wnto Ceſar, the things that are Caeſars 


and unto Goa, the things that are Gods. 


1 th e ſtricteſt religious ſect among the Jews, 


T HE Phariſees, who, in appearance, were 


obſerving the growing reputation of the 


Son of God, and finding that he had eclipſed 
their glory, took counſel how they might entan- 
gle him in his talk. A conduct this that is re- 
pugnant to every principle of genuine religion. 
But thoſe men who are determined upon their 


own aggrandizement, are ſeldom ſcrupulous about 


the means of obtaining it. Hence theſe ambi- 


tious religioniſts ſent gut to him their diſciples, : 


. ith the Her odians, men fit. for their purpoſe, 
Having, in the language of hypocriſy and inſult, 


"Mafer, we know that thou art true, and teacheft | 


the 


— 


——_— ————— 
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r | 
the way of God in truth, neither caref! thou for 
any nan: for thou regardet not the perſon of 
men. Tell us therefore, what thinkeft thou? Ts 
it lawful to give tribute tanto Ceſar, or not? 


Tx Jews entertained an extreme averſion to 
the Gentiles, and, could not be brought to ſub- 


9 
* 


mit to a heathen mapiſtrite but with great reluc- 


, | tance, and through abfolute neceſſity. 


urs E Phariſees therefore, judging of our 
blefſed Lord by their own ſentiments and feel- 


ings, ſuppoſed that by this queſtion, they ſhould 
extort ſomething from him derogatory to Cæſar's 


| Honor; or chat would ſubject him to a im- 
3 a8 Al enemy to the Roman govern- 


ment. But he taketh the wiſe in their own 
craftineſs:=—$hew me, (aid he, the tribute money. 


And they brought him a penny. And he ſaith 


unto them, whoſe is it his image and ſuper/cription? 
They Jay: unto. bim Caeſars... Then ſaith he unto 
them; Render #berefareunto Cæſar, the things that 
are Cejars : and unto God, the things: that are 


| Gags. —+pantheir- being thus defeated: in their 
_ infamous attempt, they marvelled, and went their 


way to, report to their maſters their humiliating 


diſappointment; for Chriſt, had ſaid nothing in 


his 7 eply to them, 5 which .Czfar bimſelf n would 


not approve. , 


Ił is a matter of very little conſequence to us 


on this occaſion, which. of the Czfars was on the 
throne at the time referred to in the text; becauſe. 


bogs * 
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the duties here zwädlchbed are not uffi ged by this 
circumilance.: The people were taughi by Chr | 
to render ſuch obedience to Cπ aar, dr to he civil 
magiſtrate, as would be conſiſtent with the natu- 
ral and the civil rights of men, and the b Ba 
tions they were lr 5 to the trerhal God. 
unreaſonable to bee that He. meant to; ell 
cate any other ſubje&tion than this. Beſides, His 
are is properly guarded. “ Ren ler tl eres 
Fore to Cælar, he 11 4 har art Cefars.” That 
is, thoſe rhings which” he may lawfully cla. 
What theſe were our Lord des not aſcertain; 
Nor is it neceſſary that we ſhould, as they relate 
to Cæſar and his ſubjects. I ſhall therefore pro- 
ceed to apply this ſacred pallage | to * in 


275 


our preſent ſituation, by con lidering, | 


3 7Þ 


I. WHAT thoſe duties are which the plight 
owe to the civil magiſtrate. 


C33 44-61 1 $*:44a%. 4 


it; Tax dutics of the! weitet to the io people 
And then, 


"TS 7 140 151005 


ut, ED Egon to MEM * line ben 4 


things that belong to Cæſar, and thoſe 
things that belong to God. 


SIS 4 


* K WE are firſt ry enquire 1 Fro 
are which the people owe to the civil magiſtrate? 


1 apprehend that this queſtion implies another, 
Which is Previouſ] neceſſary to be determined, 
viz. How came the men whom we. call ma- 
Liſttates, with any power at al o over the people? 
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Were they.born to govern? Have they an higher 


— 


lovereignty jure divino ? 


Tux time has been when the divine right of 


kings ſounded. from the pulpit and the preſs ; 
and when the ſacred name of religion was 


brought in, to ſanctify the moſt horrid ſyſtems 


of deſpotiſm, and cruelty.— But bleſſed be God, 


we live in a more happy era, in which the great 


principles of liberty arc better underſtood. With 
us it is a firft and a fundamentdl principle, that 


| God made all men equal. by 


4 NoTHING is more evident, ſays a great 
writer, than that creatures of the ſame ſpecies 
and rank, promiſcuouſly born to all the ſame ad- 
vantages of nature, and the uſe of the ſame facul- 
ties, ſhould alſo be equal one amongſt another 
without ſubordination or ſubjection, unleſs the 
Lord and maſter of them all ſhould, by any 
manifeſt declaration of his will, ſet one above 


another, and confer on him, by an evident and 
_ clear appointment, an undoubted right to domi- 
nion and ſovereignty.” * 13 


UNTIL ſuch a declaration of the divine will 
ſhall be produced, we ought firmly to maintain 


the natural equality of all men. 


Av as they are equal, ſo they are likewiſe in 


_ a ſtate of entire freedom. Whatever they poſſeſs 
is their own; to be diſpoſed of ſolely agreeable, 


| | to 
* Locke. ED | | 7 A 
| ; / 


mo 


- 


ad . 


An Election Sermon. "*q 


to their own will. None have a right to claim 
any part of their property, to diſturb them in 
their poſſeſſions, or to demand ſubjection in any 
degree whatever, while they act conſiſtent with 
the law of nature. He who attempts to: do 
either, is an uſurper, puts himſelf into a ſtate of 
war, and may be oppoſed as a common high- 
 wayman. s bi 

Ir we admit the truth of theſe principles, we 
come by an eaſy tranſition to the foundation of 
civil ſociety, viz. The conſent of the people. For 
if all men are equal by nature, it muſt depend 
entirely upon themſelves, whether they will con- 
tinue in their natural condition, or exchange it for 
a ſtate of civil government. Conſequently the 
ſovereignty reſides originally in the people. 


As their leaving a ſtate of nature for a ſtate of 
civil ſociety, is a matter of their own choice, ſo 
they are equally free to adopt that form of go- 
vernment which appears to them the moſt eligi- 
ble, or the beſt calculated to promote the hap- 
pineſs of themſelves and of their poſterity. _ 


Waicn is the beſt form of civil government? 
is a queſtion of the, firſt magnitude to any people; 
and particularly to us, who have lately conſidered 
this weighty matter; and who expect, at ſome 
future period, finally to determine it.—May that 
God by whom all human events are controled, 
_ Inſpire my fellow-citizens with that wiſdom that. 
- ſhall be profitable to direct! 2 
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9 | 
Fon the oremifes the following is a natural 
coneluſion That the authority 'of the civil ma- 
E br, under 1 52 derroed from the People. 


| 


* order 1 to determine with accuracy, 2 


at the powers of the civil magiſtrate are, and 
A the duties that the people owe him, we muſt 
have recourſe to the conſtitution ; by which,” in 
all good governments, the authority of the for- 


mer, and the rights of the latter are ee 


with Preciſion. © 


| it ſhould be ſo, is a dictate of common 
ſenſe. For upon a ſuppoſition of the contrary, 


how ſhall rulers or ſubjects determine their re- 


ö n obligations 4 


Fx ont hence ariſcs, 1 in my view, the indiſpen- 
fable neceſſity of a BiLL or Ricnrs, 1 5 


.up in the moſt explicit language, previouſly to 


the ratification of a conſtitution of government; 
which ſhould contain its fundamental principles, 
and which no perſon in the ſtate, however dig- 


| nified, ſhould dare to violate but at his peril. _ 


1 we are at preſent without a fixed 79958 of 
government, I ſhall treat the ſubject rather ac- 
cording to my wiſhes, than the preſent . of 
- things. For the conſtitution ought at 
- hare a general exiſtence in idea, before the reci- 


eaſt to 


procal duties of e and people can be 
aſcertained. 


S0 
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WIT, ag. Wade Sick: I apprehend, 
may be called fundamental, have been mentioned 

to which, 1 beg leave to „ ” 

N. 1818 41 

THIS the oreat end for which n men enter in: 

to a ſtate of civil ſociety, | is their on advantage. 


That civil rulers, as they derive their authority 


em the people, ſo they ure accountable to them 
for the uſe they make of it— | 


That elections ought to be free and esu 


That ene ſhould be as F CQO as 
poſſible— 


That as all men are KH 150 Rane; Fs when 


they enter into a ſtate of civil government, they 


are entitled preciſely to the ſame rights and 


privileges ; or to an equal degree on; Nee 
happineſs— 


That ſome of the aa rights FP 8 


are unalienable, and ſubject to no control but 


chat of the Deity. Such are the Sack EDU 


RrcHTs of Consetence. Which in a' ſtate 
of nature, and of civil ſociety are exactly the 
fame. They can neither be parted with nor 


controled, by any human authority whatever. 


Attempts of this kind have been repeatedly 
_ by an ambitious clergy, aſſiſted by rulers of | 
— principles. The conſequence of which 
has been, that crowds of the beſt members of 


ſociety have been reduced to this dreadful alter- 


native, either to offend God and violate the dic- 


tates of their own minds, or to die at a ſtaxe.— 


|» oh 08 That 
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FRoM the premiſes, the following is a natural 
coneluſion That the authority of the civil na- 
Ae tr, under . derived from the People. 


WG ander thitefore to Gere with accuracy, 
t the powers of the civil magiſtrate are, and 
Ale the duties that the people owe him, we muſt 
have recourſe to the conſtitution ; by which, in 
all good governments, the authority of the for- 


mer, and the rights of the latter are e 
with Preciſion. | 


Tur! it ſhould be ſo, is a dictate of common 


ſenſe. For upon a ſuppoſition of the contrary, 


bow ſhall rulers or ſubjects determine their re- 
| POR obligations b 


FRoM hence ariſes, f in my view, the indiſpen- 
fable neceſſity of a BiLL or RiGHTs, drawn 


uß in the Wen explicit language, previouſly to 


the ratification of a conſtitution of government ; 

which ſhould contain its fundamental principles, 
and which no perſon in the ſtate, however dig- 
| nified, ſhould dare to violate but at his peril. * 


As we are at preſent without's fixed form of 
government, I ſhall treat the ſubje& rather ac- 
cording to my wiſhes, than the preſent "a of 
- things. For the conſtitution ought at 
hare a general exiſtence in idea, before the reci- 


eaſt to 


procal duties of e and people can be 
aſcertained. 


Sous 
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Ai Eibe, Sirmon. ; 11 
Sort of hots Wale Sület I ** rehend, 
may be'called fundamental, have been mentioned 
to which 1 beg leave to ſub join, 


th 5 
THE the preat end for which men enter in; 


to a ſtate of civil ſociety, | is their ou advantage. 


That civil rulers, as they derive their: authority 


FI the people, ſo they are accountable to then 
for the uſe they make of 1 iter: e 


That elections ought to be free and Srequent= 


That U A ſhould be as ; <quaf as 
poſſible— 


90 That as all men are 1 5 nature, hs when 


they enter into a ſtate of civil government, they 
are entitled preciſely to the ſame rights and 


privileges ; or to an equal degree 5 yollgcal 
happineſs— 


That ſome of the cored rights of ane 


are unalienable, and ſubje& to ng control but 


chat of the Deity. Such are the Sack EDU 


Rr HTS of CodsciEN OE. Which in a ſtate 
of nature, and of civil ſociety are exaQly the 


ſame. © They can neither be parted with nor 
controled, by any human authority whatever. 


Attempts of this kind have been repeatedly 
— by an ambitious clergy, afliſted by rulers of 
5 — principles. The conſequence of which 
has been, that crowds. of the beſt members of 


: ſociety have been reduced to this dreadful alter- 
native, either to offend God and violate the dic- 


tates of their own minds, or to die at a ſtake. — 
| 0-37: 2 That 
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That the right of yl Ly Jury ought, to. be 
perpernal— 33 


+ 


That no man's property can, of right, be taken 
from him without his conſent, given either in 
e or by his repreſentative 


That no laws are obligatory on the people, 
but thoſe that have obtained à like chnſent. 
Nor are ſuch laws of any force, if, proceeding 
from à corrupt majority of the legiflatore, they 
are incompatible. with the fundamental ptinci- 
ples of the government, and tend to ſubvert it. 


„ ALL human things bote An end, ſays a ſen- 
fible writer, the ſtate we are ſpeaking of meaning 
Great-Britain) will loſe its liberty, will periſh. 
Have not Rome, Sparta and Carthage eniflied 1 , 
Tt will periſh when the legiſta ive Power ſhall be 
more corrupt than the executive.” F 


o * 


Luar us caſt our eye to the land of our * 
thers, to.the kingdom from whe nce we deſcend- 
ed, and we ſhall find that ſhe now totters on 
N the brink of a moſt dangerous precipice. And 
that ſhe hath, been brought into her preſent de- 
plorable firuation by a venal majority. 


— 


Sous of that people foreſa w their cataſtrophe 
appratchin with haſty ſtrides; they petisoßgg 
and remonſtrated. And ſeveral excellent things 
were publiſhed in vindication of their conſtitu- 
tion and their JS rights : but all was in vain. 

| DEL te Dy NE. Tis” 
MA F, Monteſquien, ; FE 23 2 


An Elacion Sermo mon, . 13 


Tx E very men who were appointed the gparz. 


dians and 7 155 or, of the rights of the _ 


have diſmembred the Empire; and by repeated 
acts of injuſtice and oppreſſion, have forced from | 
the boſom of their parent country, millions of 
Americans, who might have been drawn by a 


Hair, but were not to be AVIS by. All, the 


thunger of Brinn: Dr ond 0 no 740 


A few ſoft "words would, haue 860 them. in, 


her intereſt, and have turned away that Wrath 
which her cruel conduct had inkindled. The 
fameneſs of religion,” of language and of watt, 7 
ners, together with intereſt, that powerful P10 
and a recollection of that reciprocation of K 
offices which bad long prevailed, would. late 
beld America in cloſeſt friendſhip 1 with 1 
Britain, had ſhe Not ee governed t too much. ; 

Ir can . the inhabitants of that doit 
W country, no conſolation in their preſen 
threatning condition, that it hath * 1 
on with all the formality. of. law. Rather, wh 
circumſtance. adds to the calamity, ſeeing th 
men who ſhould have ſaved hems b have rl Bal 
them. 


"Was is no | the boaſted "I x of he 
Britiſh government? "Bribery apd corruption, 
ſeem nearly to have accompliſhed the prediction 
of the great Monteſquieu. Nor is ſuch an 
event to be wondted at, while we reflect on 
the 
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continue in gain places. Nb 
| "& Heinis #t 913. 


A ho 


1 


Af 2 25 on” e 


alas of eber repreſentation, ood the 
methods 17 55 are uſed in their elections o 


kn of, the houſe | of Commons, together 
with the length of time! they are As to 


* * * Oil 


2 o Ir whey are choſen for 1 4 e term, by a 
part only of the ſtate ; and if during. that term 
they are ſubject to no control from their con- 


1 the very, idea of liberty . will be loſt, 


4 the power. df. chuſing in conſtituents be- 
Jy thing bur a power lod; ped in a few, 
to TR it Sts periods, 'A body. of / lafters 


1 fo rhemſelve es and for the reſt of the community. 


d af, a ſtate is ſo ſank that the body of 5 


rep reſentatives are elected by a handful of th 


ett erſons in it, whoſe votes are it 
paid fot ;F and if alſo there is a hi gher will on 


| Which even theſe mock repreſentatives themſelves 
| 1 5855 and that dire&s' their voices: In theſe 


umſtances, it will be an abuſe of language. to 
a that the” ſtate poſſeſſes . libetty.” ——This 
era to be 4 bh uſt deſcription; of the preſenc 
b of che cou 18 from Which we be bio 


DAY 13% Tot * »4 1d 2. at 1 SUC L 


* In Great-Britain, conſiſting of near ſix millions of inhabitants, 


4 


_ +($743perſans; moſt of them of tile loweſt of the people, (elect 


one hal alf of the Houſe of Commoos and 364 votes chuſe 
ninth part. is be ſeed diſtin& 02 out in "the, 
1 Political De, Vol. 1. Book ow h. 4—Dr. Price. | 


10 
1 They who buy theit places will ol the Prople, for they m mean 
20; make {omethiog by che 1 8 D 
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An Helder TAY 


jw Yo 


Sven an inſt ce. aſſords us wan porian t 
vio ; 25 als $ 3 us to ek a 


19 85 of any man, * more ve 0 bis virtyy | 
Which, at ſome fatal hour, may yield ta 
tempration ; ; and the people « prank their err 0 
when it is too late to prevent the miſchief. | 


"Uron the truth of the principles ae 
1 obſerve, That the authority of the magiſtrate 
is derived from the people by conſent—thar it is 
limited and ſubordinate—and that ſo. long a8 
he exerciſes the power with which he is veſted; : 
according to the original compact, the people 
owe him reverence, obedience DARE Want Aa wet 
INSPIRATION teaches us to give honor to 


hone honor, fear to pen fear. 


Wren any men are taken F the common, 
rank of citizens, and are entruſted with the. 
powers. of government, they are by that act 
ennobled. Their election implies their perſona 
merit, and is a public declaration of it. For it 
is taken for granted, that the people have been 
influenced in their choice by worthineſs of cha- 
racter, and not by family- connections, or other 
baſe motives. "They are therefore intitled to a 

| certain 


% 
8 7 
a 4 P 


. : — 3 


2 ls es eo 


- 


1 

; 

4 

1 . 
FEM: 
£ 


18 ee. a * 


. 9058 f reſpect [TITER their corftituenty * | 
g Eh 95 pa them due reverence, vl 
lt [ e reflected upon themletves, | becauſe the WY 
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cir, commilſi on. Both interef} and duty 
them to reverence che. powers 7 | 


dll 1 31 's is 
15 It is their duty in conlequence of their 


Sen ene e And their intereſt, be- 
al the good of the commpnity depends 
much 1 up on it. For as far as any of the citizens 
e depreciate the merit of rulers, ſo far they 
leſſen the energy of government. and put ĩt out 
of. [their power to promote the public good. 


2 WII reverence” to the perſon of the magi- 
rate, we connect Sees o his authority 
Such obedience as is compatible with the prin- 
ciples already laid down. The term government 
implies this ſuboruination, which is eſſential to 
its very exiſtence. 3 


N * 
1 


Wazn therefore any oerfoins riſe 1 in appoſi - 
tion to ſuch authority, they are guilty of a moſt 
daring offence "againſt the dtate; becauſe, as far 
as it prevails, it rends to deſtroy the ſocial com- 
pact, and to introduce confuſion and every, 8 ä 


| 5 Conſequently, 


61 is the duty. of the people to * the 
„ in the due execution of the laws, 
againſt fuch, and all other offenders. To chuſe 


men to office, and not to ſupport them in the 
execution of it, is too great an abſurdity, one 


weil think, to find any abettors. 
THERE 
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a is alſo a petuniatʒ fippart which the 
| Hagiſtrate hath à right to receive from his con- 
Kituents. Its "Sk reaſdnable that thoſe p er- 
ſons whoſe time and abilities are devoted to "he _ 
ſervice of their country, ſhould be amply pro- : 
Aided For while they are thus engaged. The Wl. 
eompenfation thould be adequate to the ſervices © 
they reader the State. ons it be ſafficient, but 
r redundant. ü 


Walks ſpeaking, of "i figs ort which Pg MY 
ow of government are entitled to, | beg 8 — 
eave to mention thoſe brave men of every tank, 

vho compoſe our army. They have ſtepped! 

orth' ig the hour of danger, have exchanged' 3 
domeſtic cafe and happirieſs for the hardſhips o ö 
the camp. have repeatedly foughit; and HP "i 
of them have bled iq the Cauſe of thelr ccutitry! 

Of their impot tanee no man can be Ignorant. s 


Wiri deference t this venetable affenibly; | 
Tant conſtrained to obſerve, That out firſt at- 
tention is due to them; becauſe, under God; _ | 
| they habe beer, now erk, and- e truſt will de - 
bur der, Fot them let us make the moſt 
imple proviſi ion, and teſt aſfated of heit moſt 
digotoe exektions; to defend and ſave tbeit 
gummy... | | 


Bor, it is i ink to pals to te | 
I. SSMIBAN Arien ol the daes of the, 


_ to the people. - 4 
0 3 | &j | 
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As a free government is founded in compa, | 

the parties concerned in it are conſequently laid 
under mutual obligations. Theſe, it hath been 
faid, are determined by the conſtitution. If fo, 
it follows, that the rulers of the people ought to 

make themſelves thoroughly acquainted. with it, 
together with the different laws of the State. 
Therefore, they ſhould: be men of leiſute and 
abilities, whether they are called to a in a le- 

une, or executive * 


— 


, 


IT is (lien for grand. that the tue of 
the people will not forget the ſource of their 
power, nor the deſign of their appointment to 
office — that they have no authority but what 
7 they detived from the people; who, ftom a con- 
= fidence in them, that reflects great honor on 
ER them, have put it into their hands, with this fole 
if view,—That they might thereby promote the 
ww. good of the community, 


| W this great end; is accompliſhed 
ty the exerciſe of the authority of civil ru- 

lers, the people are to judge ; with whom the 

powers of government originate, and who muſt 
know the end for which they entruſted tbem 
| - in the hands of any of their fellow-citizens. 
„ This right of judging of theit conduct, implies, 
[| that it lies with them either to cenſure or. 2 


P's, 1 
pe truce we — ͤ —— 


. 


prove. It, . a 


. Tursx eonſiderations are happily calculated 
to tans the abuſe of power, which has already 
r no ER 


e „ * © 
3 , 
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happened in repeated jaſtinees. And of which 
there ever will 4 danger, while mankind remain 


in their preſent fate of upon. 


. af & | * 


A 8PIRIT of ambition. which i is naturul to 
man, tends to tyranny ;-and an undue attach; 


ment to perſonal intereſt, may iſſue in fraud; 


or in an accumulation of offices, which in their | 


own nature are incompatible with each other ; 


and which no man, let his abilities be what they 
may, can diſcharge with honor to himſelf, and 


e, to his country. : 


A FAITHFUL ruler will conſider himſelf as a 
truſtee of the public, and that he is accountable 


both to God and to the people for his behaviour 


- in his office, He will therefore be very careful . 
not to involve himſelf in more public buſineſs, 
_ «than he can perform with fidelity. 


IT would have a happy tendericy to render 


| the duty of the magiſtrate eaſy and ſucceſsful, 


were he to cultivate an intimate acquaintance, 
with the genius and tempers of the people over 
whom he preſides. By ſuch an acquiſition, if 


prudent, he would be capable of purſuing a 
mode of conduct, that would not fail of gaining 
him the affections and confidence of his ſubjects. 


The i importance of which is felt- evident. | 


He who reuleth over men, ſays David, muſt be 
* guſt ruling in the fear of God. In his exalted 
Hog. he mould go before the people as an 


example 


* 


© 
n 
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| example of every moral virtue; and as a hearty. 
Friend of that conſtitution oſ government —_ 
he hath ſworn to protect. To the meancſt of 
the people he fl culd act the part of a political 
ather,by ſecuring to them the full enjoyment of 
like, liberty and property. Lo him they ate ig 


look that juſtice is not delayed, nor the laws 
Executed , with partiality, Bpt that all thoſe 
who united in cloathing him with the authority 
of the magiſtrate, may vuinterruptedly evjoy that 
equal liberty, for the ſecurity of which they en- 
tered jnto a ſtate of civil ſociety. Thus will be 
|! be as the light of the morning when the un ri- 
' - Jeth, eveng morning without clouds, © — 


Tut are many things that belong to this 
part of the ſubject. Such as, That the people 
18 a fight to expect that the honorable their 
fulets, will by all lawful means in their power 
encourage agricalture and commerce - endeavor 
to ſuppreſs vice and immoralig, lend all ne- 
; . e ccſſaryß 
„ Fad this ſentence been duly attended te at the time 
+ | the ſermon was delivered, the following objecties, 
which ſome of wy friends bave made, viz, © That upes 


the principles conrained.in the ſermon, the civil magis 


firate ought not to exerciſe his auibority_ to ſoppreſs 
nts of immorality; I'fay,had what is faid above been 
properly obſerved, this objection had been ſuperieded, 
- Irrrenaral actions properly come under the cegnizance of 
civii raters, who are the guardtats of the peace of ſcci. 
ety. But then | berg leave te obſerve. in the words of 
Biſhop Worburton, ** That the mapiſtrate puriſhes na 
bad eQ'ors, s fins er «Her ccs agairft Ged., but only as 
crimes irjuricus to, or having a malignant is fluence en 
ſociety,” In this view of the matter he Kceps within 
the line of his own department, & 


j 
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PN aff fande to "abt ſchools arid olle - iy 
| being a matter of high political importance. that 


knowledge ſhould be diffuſed through the State, 
amongit all ranks of men. The propagation of 


literature is connected with the ſeculſty of free 
dom. Ignoranee in politicks as well vs in rell. 


gion, is fatal! ia its ate. 


Tuber ſubjects have been ofita cnſitiert 
with great ability and addreſs, on theſe annivet- 
faries. Therefore I forbear to enlarge on them. 


and reſerve the remainder of my time for the 


conſideration of a+ point of peculiar delicacy, 


and of the greateſt importance to the e 
pf my ae Viz. . 05 


III. To attempt to avs the line between 155 
things that belong to Czlar, and thoſe things 


that belong to God. 


To this enquiry I am naturally led by the | 


tert. Render therefore to Ceſar the W that 


are Ce/ar's : and unte Gad the things. that are 
G0. It is moſt evident in this paſſage, that 


there are ſome things which Ceſar, or the ma- 
giltrate, cannot of right demand, nor the peo- 


ple yield. The addrcf; has it's limits, To de- 


termine what theſe are, was never more neceſſary 
to the people of theſe Ux ITE STATEs, than 
it is at preſent. We are engaged in a moſt im- 
portant conteſt ; not for pow ER, but FREEDOM. 
We mean not to change our maſters, but to ſe- 


cute 2952 ourlelyes, and to generations yet unborn, 


the 


. — 2 2 — 
— . — —  —— —— K — 


* * 64 Fx - 
— . —— — ro. „ tot — ͤ——ñẽ— ß—i rà᷑quq —k— —U— GL 
” 1 
— * a 


* 
2 —AV — 4 - — . — — R— U - — 


Ae —— —— —— — — 


—_— — a. 


= ts Elim Sermon 


the perpetiial enjoyment of civil and religion 
18 in their fulleſt extent. | 


IT 10882 us a to ſettle this _ 
weighty matter in our different forms of govern» 


ment. in ſuch a manner, that no occaſion may 


be left in future, for the violation of the all-im-, 


portant rights of conſcience. 


I] eſteem it. fays the juſtly W Mr. 
Loeke, above all things, neceſſary to diſtinguiſh 
exactly the buſineſs of civil government from that 
of religion, and to ſettle the juſt bounds that lie 


between the one and the other. If this be not 
done, there can be no end put to the contro- 
verſies that will be always ariſing between thoſe 


that have, or at leaſt pretend to have, on the 
one fide, a concernment for the intereſt of men's 
ſouls, and on the other ſlide, a care of the com: 
mon wealth. 


Lon THe common wealth 1 to me to be a 
ſociety of men conſtituted only for the procu> 


ring, preſerving, and advancing their own civil | 


znterefts. 


& C1v1L intereſts I call life, liberty and health 


and the poſſeſſion of out ward things, ſuch as mo- 
ney, lands, houſes, furniture, and the like. — 


* Now that the «bal joriſdiction of the ma- 
giſtrate reaches only to theſe civil concernments, 


and that all civil der right and dominion, is 


bounded 


z 
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bounded and confined to the only care of pro- 
moting theſe things; and that it neither can nor 
ought in any manner to be extended to the ſal- 
vation of ſouls, theſe following conſiderations 
a to me eee to demonſttate, 


; ET R 37, Beenuſe the cate of fouls" is not com- 
mitted to the civil magiſtrate any more than to 
other men. It is not committed to him, I ſay, 
by God; becauſe it appears not that God has ever 
given any ſuch authority to one man over ano- 
ther, as to compel any one to his religion. Nor 
can any fuchipower be veſted in the magiſtrate. 
by the conſent f the people; becauſe no man 
can fo far abandon the care of his own ſalva- 

tion, as blindly to leave it to the choice of any 

other, whether prince or ſubject, to preſcribe to 
him what faith or worſhip he {hall embrace. For 
no man can, if he ebkd. conform his faith to 
the diQates of another. All the life and power 
of true religion conſiſts in the inward and full 


perſuaſion of the miad; and faith i not faith 
without ee f 


IN the ſecond place, The care of fouls cannot 
belong to the civil magiſtrate, becauſe his po wer 
conſiſts only in out ward force ; but tfue and 


7 


ſaving religion conſiſts in the inward perſuaſion 
of the mind, without which nothing can be ac- 


ceptable to God. And ſuch is the nature of the 
_ pnderſtanding, that it cannot be compelled to 


uy thing 80 ane force — 


* 
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the force- of penaſues were capable to 


** 


& In the t ird | place, Ti lie gate of the 16 00 

bf men s ſouls cannot, belong to the civil magil- 
trate; becauſe, though the rigout of Jaws and 
Ince 
and change men's, miods, yet would nt that 


help at all to the alien of their ſouls. For, 
tene being but one truth, one way to Heaven ; 


what "hope is there that more men would be led 
in to it; if they: had no othet. rule to follow but 
the religion of tlie court, and were put under the 


decelfiry to quit the light of their own. treaſon; 


to oppoſe the dictates of. their own confciences;- 


and "Mlindly reſign up themſelves 10 the will of 


their governots, and to the teligioh which euhef 


18 pn ranch, ambition or fiperſtition Had. chanced 


to eftabliſh in the cotintries where they were born! 


In the variety and contradiction of opinions in 


religion, wherein the princes of the world are ab 
chuck divided as in theit ſecular intereſts, the 
narrow way would. be much ſtraitened: ; one 


eountry alone would be in the tight, and all the 
reſt of the world put under an obligation of fol- 


flowing their princes in the ways has lead to 


deſtruction: And what Heightens the abſurdity; 


and very i itt foits the notion. of a Deity; men 


_ woold owe their eternal happineſs of miſery to 
- the Places of their nativity. 


anner cond eratfobs, fas 6mit mati otherd; 


Gar might have been urged to the ſame purpoſe; | 
ſeem to me ſufficient. to conclude that all the. 
power of civil government relates only to men's. 
eil intereſts, is confned to the cate of the 
„„ Dn things 


( 
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ths $ of this world: of hath nothing i to do 
with. the world to a e * 


"2 re) 1 2 v,'» 4 
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Takin: ſentiments, 1 . conceive, do 
honor to their author, and diſcover a true. great- 
neſs and liberality of mind; and are ee 
properly to limit the power of civil .rulers, and 
to ſecute to every man the ineſtimable right of 
privace judgment. TO 4 5 


Tur are alſo EE STE 3 to A 
fundamental principle of government, which we 


univerſally admit. We ſay, That the. power of 


the civil magiſtrate is derived from the people. 
If fo, it follows that he can neither have more, 


nor any other kind of power than they had | to 
give. 


} 
- 


Tur power which the people commit into the 
bands of the magiſtrate, is wholly confined to 
the things of this world. Other power than, 
this they have not. They. have not the leaſt 
authority over the conſciences of one another, 
nor over their own conſciences ſo as to alienate 
them, or ſubject them to the cotitroul of, the ei- 
vil magiſtrate in matters of religion, in which, 
eyety man is per/onally intereſted ; and concern- 
ing which every man ought to be fully perſuad- 
ed in his own mind, and to follow it's dictates 
at all hazards, becauſe he'is to account fer Him: * 
ſelf at the judgment f:at of Chrilt. 6 

D 
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2 Locke on Toleration, p. 35, 36, 37. 
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. 780 the t ird | place, Tl he ef the 1 80 | 


men's ſouls cannot, belong; to the civil magiſc- 
trate ;- becauſe, though the rigout of laws and 
the force of pevalites were capable to cghvince 
and change men's, minds, yet would not-that 
help at all to the falvation of their foils,” "Fc, 
thefe being but one. truth, one way to Heaven 3 
what hope is there that more men would; be led 
in to it; if they had no other. rule to follow: but 
the religion of the court, and were pat under the 
855 to quit the light of their own teaſon; 
to oppoſe the dictates 1 7 their own confeiences;- 
and "Ulindly reſign up themſelves to, the will of 
their governots, and to the religioh which either: 
180 Geno ambition or ſuperſtition Had chanced 
to eftabliſh in the eountties where they were born! 
In the variety and conttadiction of opinions in 
religion, wherein the princes of the world are ab 
much divided as in theit ſecular intereſts, the 
narrow way would. be much ſtraitened ; one 


country alone would be in the tight, and all the 


reſt of the world put under an obligation of fol- 
lowing their princes in the Ways * lead to 
deſtruction: And what heightens the abſurdity; 
and very ill foits the notion of a Deity; mem 
wonold owe their eternal pine of taifery to 
the places of their nativity. 


| "Thr confi derarfons, fo omit matt other. 
that might have been urged to the fame purpoſe; | 
ſeem to me ſufficient. to conelude that all the 
power of civil government relates only to men's. 
vil iatereſts, is confined to the 'care of the 
i | things 
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things of this world, "Ind hath nothing te to do 
with che world to come. * 2 


nen 
* r 


Tuter ſentiments, 1 I VA conceive, „ 
honor to their author, and diſcover a true great- 
neſs and liberality of mind; and are ges ec 
properly to limit the power of civil , rulers, an 
to ſecute to every man the ineſtimable right of 
private judgment. TIT. * 1 3 


' Tuzy are alſo as 8 to A 
fundamental principle of government, which we 
univerſally admit, We fay, T hat the power of. 
the civil magiſtrate is derived from the people. 
If ſo, it follows that he can neither have more, 


nor any other kind of power than they had to 
| give. 


3 
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Tur power which the people commiĩt into the. 
hands of the magiſtrate, is wholly- confined, to 
the things of this world. Other power than, 
this they have not. They, have not the leaſt. 
authority over the conſciences of one another, 
nor over their own conſciences ſo as to alienate 
them, or ſubje& them to the cotitroul of, the ei- 
vil magiſtrate in matters of religion, in which, 
every man is per/onally intereſted ; and concern- 
ing which every man ought to be fully perſuad- 
ed in his own mind, and to fallow it s dictates 
at all hazards, becauſe he is to account for Hint: 
ſe F at the judgment ſcat of Chrilt. = 
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the care of the maziſtrate, 


tion of their ſouls they feck in the kingdom 
* Chriſt, 


26 Av Eleflion Sermon. 


SEFING then that the people have no power 
that they can commit into the hands of the 


magiſtrate, but that which relates to the good of 
civil ſociety, it follows that the magiſtrate can 


have no other, becauſe he derives his authority 
from the people. Such as the power of the peo- 
ple i is ſuch muſt be the power of the magiſtrate. 


* To theſe obſervations 1 beg leave to add, that 
the kingdom of- Chrift is not of this world. By 
his kingdom we mean his church, which is alto- 

ether ſpiritual. Its origin, government and pre- 
Geracion are entirely of him, who hath upon 


his veſture and upon his thigh written, KING 


OF K1NGs, AND 1 oF LokDs. 


Tur docttines that we are to believe, the 
duties that we ate to perform, the officers who 
are to ſerve in this kingdom, and the laws by 


which all its ſubjects are to be governed, we 
become acquainted with by the oracles of God, 


which are the chriſtians infallible directory: To 
which he is bound to yield obedience, at the 


riſque of his reputation and life. 


Tux who enter into this kingdom do it vo- 


| luntarily, with a defign of promoting their ſpi- 


ritual intereſts. Civil affairs they reſign to 


but the falva- 


* 
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TuIs kingdom does not in any reſpeQs inter- 
Fere with civil government ; rather tends to pro- 
mote its peace and happineſs, becauſe its ſubjects 
are taught to obey magiſtracy, and to lead peace- 
able and quiet lives in all godlineſs and honefi3. 


T x ſubjects of the kingdom of Chriſt, claim 
no exemption from the juſt authority of the 
magiſtrate, by virtue of their relation to it. 
Rather they yield a ready and chearful obedience, 
not only for wrath, but alſo for conſcience ſake. 
And ſhould any of them violate the laws of the. 
ſtate, they arc to be puniſhed as other men. 


Tr r exerciſe no ſecular power, they infli& 
no temporal penalties upon the perſons of one 
another. All their puniſhments are Spiritual. 
Their weapons are not carnal, but mighty through 
God. They uſe no other force than that of 
reaſon and argument to reclaim delinquents ; nor 
are ſuch perſons to be puniſhed for continuing 
incorrigible, in any other way than by, rebuke, 
or excluſion. p 


THEy pretend not to exerciſe their ſpiritual 
authority over any perſons, who have not joined 
themſelves to them of their own accord. What 
Save I to do, ſays Paul, to judge them alſa who 
are without? do ye not judge them who are 
__I—_— " 


Tur fubje&s of this kingdom are bound by 
no laws in matters of religion, but ſuch as they 
receive 
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receive from Chriſt, who is the only lawginet. | 
and head of his church. All human laws in this 
reſpect are inadmiſſible, as being unneceſſaty, 
and as implying a groſs reflection on our Lord. 
Jeſus Chriſt, as though he was either unable, of 
unwilling to provide for his. own intereſt in the 
wal. Nor will he ſtand by an idle ſpectator, 
of the many enctoachments that have been, 


made on his lacred prerogative, by the powers 
of the world. JC TR nd 


- SHoULD > the moſt 4, ohified civil ruler become. 
a member of his pad, or a ſubject of his 
ſpiritual kingdom, he cannot carry . leaſt de- 
gree of bis civil power into it. In the church 
he is as any other member of it, entitled to the 
ſime ſpiritual privileges, and bound by the ſame 
laws. The authority he has derived from the 
Nate, can by no means be extended to the king- 
dom of Chriſt, becauſe Chriſt is the only ſource. 
of that power, that is to be exerciſed in it. 


Ir may be ſaid, That religion is of importance 
to the ed of civi! foctery, therefore the magi- 
ſtrate ought to encourage it under this idea. 


Ir is readily acknowledged, that the intrinſic 
excellence and benefieial effects of true religion, 
are ſuch, that every man who is favored with the 
* chriſtian revelation!” ought to befriend it. It has. 
the promiſe of the life that now is, and of that _ 
which it to come. And there are many ways in 
which the civil magiſtrate may encourage religion, 
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in a perfect agreement with the nature of che 
kingdom of Chriit, and the rights of conſcience. 


As 2 nn he is perſonally infereſted in it. His. 
everlaſting ſalvation is at ſtake. + Therefore be 
ſhould ſearch the ſcriptures for himſelf, and fol- 
low them wherever they lead him. This right 
he hath in common with every other citizen. 


As the head of a family he ſhould/a& as 4 
prieſt in his own houle, by endeavorirg to bring 
up his children in the nurture, and admonition; 
of the Lord. e 


As a magiſtrate he ſhould be as a nurſing fa- 
ther to the church of Chriſt, by protecting all 
| the peaceable members of it from injury on ac 

count of religion; and by ſecuring to them the 

uninterrupted enjoyment of equal religious li- 

berty, The authority by which he acts he de- 

rives alike from all the people, conſequently he 
ſhould exerciſe that authority equally for the be- 
ncfit of all, without any re ſpect to their different 
b religious principles. They have an undoubted 
right to demand it. By 


 Un1ox in the ſtate is of, abſolute neceſſity to 
its happineſs. I his the magiſtrate will ſtudy to 
promote. And this. he may reaſonably expect 
upon the plan propoſed, of a juſt and equal 
treatment of all the citizens. | 
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Fox though chriſtians may contend amon; oft 
ben le about their religious differences, 5 
will all unite to promote the good of the com- 
munity, becauſe it is their intereſt, ſo long as 
they all enjoy the bleſſings of a free, and equal 
administration of government, 


On the other hand, if the magiſtrate Jeroyn 
the equality of the ſubjects of the ſtate on account 


ob religion, he violates a fundamental principle of | 


a free government, eſtabliſhes ſeparate intereſtsia 


it, and lays a foundation for diſafſeQion: to rulers, 
and endleſs quarrels among the people. 


Harpy ite the inhabitants of that common 


Wealth, in which every man fits under his vine 


and fig: tree, having none to make him afraid. — 
In which all are protected, but none eftabhiſhed ! 


PERMIT me on this occaſion to introduce 


the words of the Rev. Dr. Chauncey, whoſe age 


and experience add weight to his ſentiments. 
© We are, ſays this gentleman, in principle a- 
gainft all civil eſtabliſhments in religion.—We 
deſire not, and ſuppoſe we have no right do de- 
ſire, the interpoſition of the ſtate to eſtabliſh our 
ſentiments in religion, or the manner in whieh 
we would ee them lt does not indeed ap- 
pear to us, that God has entruſted the ſtate with 


à right to make religious eſtabliſhments.” And 


after obſerving, that if one ſtate has this right, 
all ſtates have the ſame right, he adds, And as 


they muſt ſcyerally be ſuppoſed to exert. this 
authority 
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| Authority in eſtabliſhments conformable to their 
own ſentiments in religion; what can the conſe- 

| quence be, but infinite damage to the cauſe of 
God and true religion? And ſuch in fact has 
been the conſequence of theſe eſtabliſhments in 
all ages, and in all places. What abſurdities 
in ſentiment, and ridiculous follies, not to ſay 
groſs immoralities, in practice, have not, been 
eſtabliſhed by the civil power in ſome-or other of. 
the nations of the world ? + „ 
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To which I take the liberty to add the fol- 
lowing paſſage of a very ingenious author. 
* The moment any religion becomes national, 
or eſtabliſhed, its purity muſt certainly be Joſt, 

becauſe it is impoſſible to keep it unconnected 
with men's intereſts ; and it connected, it mult 
inevitably be perverted by them. —A gain, Fhat 
very order of men, whoare maintained to ſupport. | 
its intereſts, will facrifice them to their own.— 
By degrees knaves will join them, fools believe 
them, and cowards be atraid of them; and hav- 
ing gained ſo conſiderable a part of the world 
E to their intereſts, they will erect an independent 
dominion among themſelves, dangerous to the 
liberties of mankind ; and repreſenting all thoſe 
who - oppoſe their tyratiny, as God's enemies, 
teach it to be meriterious in his ſight to pet ſecute 
them in this world, and damn them in another. 
Hence muſt ariſe Hitearchies, Inquiſitions and 
Popery ; for popery is but the conſummation of 
x, 5 — that 
1 Appeal to the public anſwered, p. 152, 153. _ 
Free inquiry inte the nature and origin of evil, * : 
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that tyranny which every religious Np" in the 
wy 8 men 11 in perpetizal HEM of. en 
"Ir is well TY to this rafh pectable aſſembly, 
this chriſtianity flouriſhed” reer kad for 5 
ſpace of three une years after the aſcenſion 
of Chriſt, - amidſt the + hotteſt and moſt bloody 
perſecutions, and when the powers of the 
- world were againſt it ; and began to decline im- 
mediately upon its being made a legal eftabliſh- | 
ment by Conſtantine, the firſt chriſtian emperor. 2 
Who heaped upon it his ill judged favors,” and 
introduced a train of evils which he bad not 
deft gned. f 
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Tur preachers of this divine religion were no 
ſooner taken into the favot of the prince, and | 
their ſentiments cftabliſhed by law, than they f 
| began to quarrel who ſhould be the jo rug 
and anathematized one another. —Every man 
who has read the hiſtory of the four firſt gene- 
ral councils, is fully NINE of the truth of theſe 
remarks. | 


Snirna then, chriſtianity made its way in' 
the beginning, when the powers of the world 
were againſt it, let us chearfully leave it to the 
force of its own evidence, and to the care of i its 

| adorable author; while we ſtrictly attend to all 

| thoſe means, which he hath inſtituted: for the 
propagation of it. The miniſters of Chrilt are 
particularly called upon to preach the word, to 


be inſtant in ſeaſon, « out of ſeaſon ; ; to teach the 
34." "Ig | N people 


end We” world. hath 
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| 'Uron . 1 1 think ile a. . as 1 4 h 
& very important truth, that the NES of Chrift 
and a commoti-wealth are eſſentially different. 7 
The one is a religion, ſociety, of which Chriſt is 
the {ole head, and which he gathers out of the 
world, in common, by the diſpenſation of his 
goſpel, governs by his laws in all matters of rei- 
gion, a compleat code of which we have in the 
cred ſcriptures ; and preſerves 1 It by his power. 


Tux othet is a civil ſoclety, originating with | 
the people, and deſigned to promote their tem- 
poral intereſts, Which is governed by men, 
whoſe authority is derived from their fellows | 
dtirens, and confined to che affairs of this world. 


In this view of ths matter, the lt 
to me to be fairly drawn, between the things - 
that belong to Cafor, and rhe things that belong 
to God. The magiſtrate is to govern the fate, 
and Chriſt is to govern the church. The former 


will find buſineſs enough in the complex affairs of 
government, to employ all his time and abilities. 


The latter is infinitely ſufficient to manage kis 
MM kingdom without foreign aid. | 155 
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Tuvs have I conſidered. the 8 prin- 


= ciples of civil and religious . according to 
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people public, and from houſe to boſe ; always 


encouraging themſelves with that gracious pro- 
miſe; Lo, I am with ou alu, Even, unto the 
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that ability which God hath given; and with 
freedom that becomes a. citizen, when call. 
upon, at a moſt critical period, to adalreſs. the 
RKulers of a free people: whoſe patriotic minds, 


it is taken for granted, would at once deſpiſe the 
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language of aduladion :. 
n | | 


EW uur Dvy Th.! ba 1 rg err 
Ix order to compleat a ſyſtem of government, 
and to be conſiſtent with ourſelves, it appears to 
me that we, ought to baniſh from among us that 
cruel practice, which has long prevailed; of re- 
ducing. to a ſtate of ſlavery for life, the free-born 
Africans.“ F WED OG Wt 


Tux Deity hath beſtowed upon them and us 
the ſame natural rights as men; and hath aſſigned 
to them a part of the globe for their reſidence. 
But mankind, urged by thoſe paſſions which de- 
* baſe the human mind, have purſued them to their 
native country; and by fomenting wars among, 
them, that they might ſecure the priſoners, or 
employing villains to decoy the unwary, have 
filled their ſhips with the unfortunate captives 
dragged them from their tendereſt connections, «|: + 
and tranſported them to- different parts of the 
„ aKa 35 414 earth, 
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* Congreſs early in the controverſy with Great-Britain, pro- 
teſted againſt the Slave · trade in the following reſolve :* - 
Secondly. We will neither import nor purchaſe any ſlaves im- 
| rted after the firſt day of December next; after which time 
we will Helly diſcontinue the flave trade; and will neither 
be concerned in it ourſelves, nor will we hire our veſſels, gor 

ſell our commodities ot manufactures to thoſe who are con- 
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 exrth; tobe bewers of wood, and dtawerd Gr 
water, till Gra ſhall end their painful elptivity- 
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To ne this ee traffic with ry 
humanity; religion, or the principles of a free 


government, in my view, Wan an uficome 
mon addreſs. n 2 
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Snob we nike 155 cath our own, -whid act 
agreeable to that excellent rule of our bleſſed 
Lord. whatever ye would that men ſhould. do ta 


you, do ye to them likewiſe, the abolition of this . 


* 


diſgraceful practice would take place. 


No can I conceive ae we ſhall Oy a con- 


ſiſtent part, till we brand this ſpecies of tyranny. 
with perpetual infamy. Shall we hold the ſword 
in one hand to defend our juſt rights as men; 
and graſp chains with the other 5 enſlave the 
inhabitants of Africa ?—Forbid it heaven !— 


Forbid it all the free· born ſons of this weſtern 


world !: 


- 


May 1 year of) jubilee. ſoon arrive, when 


Africa ſhall caſt the look of gratitude to theſe 


happy regions, for the TOTAL EMANCIPATION 
of HER Sous 1 


6 , * 


TBIS matter, among others, deſerves the 
ſerious attention of our Honorable Kulers, in 
whom their fellow- citizens have repoſed uncom- 


mon confidence, which is apparent in calling 


| WOES ' > them 


dhe a 
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them forth, to publip ſervice at / ſuch 'a/diffieulg 
period as this; which undoubtedly calls for tho 
united exertions of the greateſt abilities. 


WIS; ein Dann e 
Tux voice of the people is, as mentioned 
before, and the importance of the matter julti- 
Hes the repetition of it; I ſay, the voice of the 
people is, that government ſhould pay their firſt 
attention to the war. If America is reſpectable 
- In the field, the greater will be the proſpect of 
fucceſs in atms, and of an honorable peace. 


Lr us not amuſe ourſelves with a proſpect 
of peace, and in conſequence thereof abate in 
our preparations for the war. If we ſhould, 
it may prove greatly injurious to the freedom 
end glory of this RISING EMPIRE. 


Bur it is not for me to attempt to ſpeciſy the 
weighty affairs, which, during the courſe of the 


Preſent year, and particularly of the preſent 
ſeſſion, are likely to come before the Honorable 


Gentlemen, who have this day called us to the 


place of public worſhip. God grant unto them 
that wiſdom that is from above! 


WHI1LE tranſicting public buſineſs, may they 
remember, that Jehovah flandeth in the congre- 
gation of the mghty ; and judgeth among the gods. 
Under the influence of this Klemm conſideration, 
may the elections of this day be conducted. This 
being the caſe, every elector, before he gives his 
vote for any perſon to fir in Council, will take 

e pains 
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painis to: ſatisfy himſelf, whether he eee the 

aualifications that are neebſſary ſor w ted 

ſtation. Such as wiſdom vittur, firkmeſs,, an 

an unfeigned love of his country; Tried friends 

deſerve the preference : An bxperiende of hν 

capacity and fidelity in times paſt; 'recenmmends 
them as worthy of preſent confidence. 


To the direction of gretring amen we com- 
16 mit both branches of the Aonorable G8 = 


” 


| heartily wiſhitig that they may conduct them̃ſe / 
in every reſpect, as thofe Whs ire to be accountds 
ble to God the judge of afl. Thus will they en- 
joy the tefſimony of cogſclence, and may expect 
to be accepted of the multitude df their brethren. | 


In fine. Seeing the body of chriſtians, how- 
ever divided into ſects and parties, are entitled 
preciſely to the ſame rights,” it becomes them to 
reſt contented with that equal condition, nor to 
wiſh for pre- eminence. Rather they ſhould rejoice. 
to ſee all men as free, and as happy as themſelves. 


1 Tuer ſhould ſtudy to imbibe more of the 
ſpirit of their divine Maſter, to love as brethren, 
and to preſerve the unity of the ſpirit itt the 
bonds of peace. In the preſent ſtate of igno- 
rance and prejudice. they cannot expect to ſee; 
eye to eye. There will be a variety of opinions 
and modes of worſhip among the diſciples of the 
ſame Lord; men equally honeſt, pious, and 
ſenſible, while they remain in this world of im; 
| perfection. 
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ae Let dhe eharcfore be- Faithful ww |: 


their reſpective principles, and kind, and forbear- 
Ing: towards one another. Their chief ſtudy 


: mould be to advance the cauſe of morality and 
religion in the world; and by their good was = 

| 9 Father i is in FEE (409%) 
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. THEY are to be fab; a to . civil 3 

ö Fe 
| 1 for wrath, 5 0 alſo for conſcience ſake; ] 
1} to pray for all who are in authority, that 

| der them they may lead a quiet and peaceable 

U 7 in all. godlineſi and honefly. For this is 

good. and acceptable in_the / lobe of Gad. To i 

whom. be glory * eyer. 2 
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